Tapes vs. Blankets – How to know which is right for
your application
When it comes to insulating your engine and exhaust components, many choices are available insulation blankets, tapes, sleeves, ... . How can you determine which method of insulation is
best for your particular application?
"Each method of insulation has its advantages and disadvantages ", said Brett Herman, Firwin's
vice-president of sales & customer service. "Tapes and sleeves are off-the-shelf, stocked items,
and have the flexibility of being used in different scenarios. So for someone who needs to
insulate many different parts, and needs quick access to insulation, tapes or sleeves may be the
best solution”, noted Brett.
"However, once you get into a situation where the parts are somewhat larger, or thicker
insulation is required, tapes become less economical and less practical - wrapping tape around a
large exhaust pipe is quite labor intensive", said Brett. "This is where blankets are clearly the
better option. Blankets can be manufactured to various thicknesses, and easily install around
engine and exhaust components", added Brett.

The chart below gives an overview of the pros and cons of tapes, sleeving, and insulation
blankets:
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"Tapes, and to a certain extent sleeves, are more of a band-aid solution", concluded Brett."Like
band-aids, they are great to have in your cupboard, and good if you need a quick fix. But they
won't necessarily last long, nor help you in complex situations."

